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FORBES: PUTIN MOST POWERFUL PERSON

The U.S. business magazine Forbes has named Vladimir
Putin as the world‘s most powerful person. It says anyone
watching the chess match over Syria has a clear idea of the

shift in power towards the Russian president.

Putin topped the magazine’s list of 72 powerful people.
U.S. President Barack Obama came in second. He took the

~

top spot last year and the year before. Forbes says Obama‘s
lame-duck period has set in earlier than usual for a two-term

president while Putin has solidified his control at home.
The magazine says Russia’s role in averting U.S. military
action against Syria is an example of the country’s growing
international influence, and it notes that Russia granted
asylum to former U.S. intelligence contractor Edward

Snowden despite U.S. objections.

Chinese President Xi Jinping placed third on the list,

followed by Pope Francis.
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