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Cities with greatest annual mean PM2.5  
measurement are in India 

Air quality in most cities that monitor their pollution levels exceed 
what the World Health Organization deems as safe. 

Delhi has the highest level of the airborne particulate matter, 
PM2.5 considered most harmful to health, with 153 micrograms 
per cubic meter. Not far behind is another Indian city, Patna with 
149 micrograms. These figures are six times what the WHO 
considers a "safe" limit -- which is 25 micrograms.         

Half of the top 20 cities in the world with the highest levels of 
PM2.5 were in India, according to the pollution data released by 
the WHO, which included 1,600 cities. Other cities with high levels 
were located in Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

No Chinese cities ranked in the top 20 most polluted cities, despite 
thick, gray smog filling its cities and millions of residents
commuting behind surgical masks. Beijing reported 56 micrograms 
of PM2.5.  

Cities with the lowest level of pollution were located in Canada, the 
United States, Finland, Iceland and Sweden. 
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: CNN News 
(International Edition) 


